EL CAJON

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

Rules for Selection

1.
The Citizen of the Year Organizing Committee will be comprised of the past Citizens of the Year as well interested community supporters.  The Selection Committee will be comprised of representatives of local, civic, service and fraternal organizations and one past recipient of the Citizen of theYear Award, who will represent all past recipients. This representative of the past recipients will be named by the Organizing Committee. 

2. 
The Selection Committee shall be comprised of one representative of each organization electing to attend both Selection Committee meetings and a representative of the past recipients, each of whom may participate and vote.  Although members of the general public of El Cajon (not representing organizations in paragraph 1) may make nominations and attend Selection Committee meetings to present their nominations, they do not have a vote and will be excused from the Selection Committee meeting prior to the first ballot.  An organization must be represented at the first meeting of the Committee in order for its representative to be eligible to vote at the second meeting of the Committee.  Only one person may represent an organization (including its auxiliary or foundation organization) and the organization must be present at both Selection Committee meetings in order to vote, although different representatives may attend the two meetings.  No proxy votes will be permitted. 

3.
Nominees need not reside in El Cajon but their civic and community activities must be closely identified with the El Cajon community. 

4.
Nominations for Citizen of the Year may be submitted by representatives described in paragraph 1 above and by members of the general public.  Only one nomination shall be permitted from an organization, including its auxiliary or foundation organization.  All nominations must be in writing. No more than two double-spaced typewritten pages (no attachments) will be allowed per nomination.  The submittal must include, but is not limited to, the following information:

Name of organization submitting the resume


Name of nominee


General background of the nominee


Volunteer service of the nominee in El Cajon


Vocational and educational information 


Previous honors or awards 

Nominations should be received by no later than close of business December 19, 2011, via fax, mail or personal delivery.  (Please no e-mails).

San Diego East County Chamber of Commerce

201 South Magnolia Avenue

El Cajon, CA 92020

Telephone: (619) 440-6161

Fax: (619) 440-6164


5.
Nominations should be on the basis of volunteer civic and community activities in El Cajon over the years.  That portion of the nominee’s civic and community activities for which he or she received compensation will not be considered by the Selection Committee in determining the Citizen of the Year.  Any person actively seeking a public political office during the time of the selection process will automatically be disqualified as a nominee for Citizen of the Year. A deadline for submittal of the completed nominations will be made at the first meeting of the Organizing Committee. 


6.
The Selection Committee will select one individual as recipient of the Citizen of the Year Award by way of these rules which will be explained at the first meeting of the Selection Committee.  During the second meeting of the Selection Committee, all resumes will be read by the Chairperson and copies of the resumes will be provided to all Committee members.  Nominators from the general public and others who are not eligible to vote for the Citizen of the Year in accordance with Paragraphs 1 and 2 above, will then leave the room.  A ballot will be made up listing the nominees’ names in alphabetical order and votes will be cast indicating First and Second Choices.  A ballot will be void if the voter did not indicate a First and Second Choice, unless only two persons are being voted on.  Votes for First Choice shall have a two (2) point value and votes for Second Choice shall have a one (1) point value. 


7. 
After ballots have been cast by the Selection Committee members authorized to vote and the number of votes has been converted to points, those nominees receiving the three (3) highest point totals will move on to the next ballot.  On the next ballot, the nominees receiving the two highest point totals shall proceed to the finalist ballot.  On the finalist ballot, a vote will be cast for First Choice only, one point for each vote, with the highest total winning.  In the event of tie votes in any of the selection ballots, the floor will be opened to further discussion of the nominees and subsequent ballots will be cast until the tie is broken.  On the finalist ballot, if the Selection Committee cannot determine a winner after three (3) finalist ballots have been cast, the Citizen of the Year Organizing Committee shall select the Citizen of the Year by vote(s) using the same finalist voting procedure. The Chairperson will tabulate the votes in the presence of the Selection Committee. All ballots and other selection materials will be kept on file and will be made available for audit after the presentation. 


8. 
Presentations of the Citizen of the Year will be made at the annual Citizen of the Year Luncheon.  The Citizen of the Year will be announced to the media prior to the luncheon.  The purpose of announcing early is to afford the recipient the opportunity to invite family and friends to the luncheon (as possible). The sponsoring organization will be expected to pay for the luncheon for the Citizen of the Year.  The other nominees attending the luncheon will be recognized and past Citizen of the Year recipients will be introduced.
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